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{Individual Component 149

2 COUNTY: Dutchess TOWN/ERY: _Rhinebeck | AGE: NA: Rhinebeck vic.
3 STREET LOCATION: _ FEnterprise Road
4. OWNERSHIP: &, public [} b private 3
5. PRESENT OWNER: Sandro COhla ADDRESs: RD Enterprilse Rd, Rhinebeck
6. USE: Original: reaidence Present: residence 12572
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior vistble from public road: Yes & Ne O
Interior accessible: Expliin _DO35 private residence

DESCRIPTION
. BUILDING n: clapboard 3 b. stone [ e. brick [ d. board and batten ]

MATERIAL: e. cobblestone [ [ shingles [ g stuceo T other
9 STRUCTURAL a. wood frame with interlocking joints 3

SYSTEM: b, wood frame with light members ]

(i1 known) ¢ mazonry load bearing walls [
d. meinal {explain)

¢, other

i, excellent (3t
& orginal site £

[0, CONDITION
[, INTEGRITY

b, atod L]

See dtem #18

12. PHOTO: N. Todd, 159885
Rliinebeck Historical Soclaty, 1984

e.. falr [
b. moved [C] if so,whent

e list major alterations and dites (if known):

d. deteriorated [

13, MAP: | See continuation sheets

Acreage: 109



14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known b.zoning ) ¢. roads [J
d. developers [ e. deterioration [J
f. other:

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY:
a. barn€® 4 b, carriage house (] c. garage [] 3 barns: contributing
d.privy {1 e. shed [J] f. greenhouse [J 1 barn: non-contributing
g.shop 1 h. gardens []
i, landscape features: stone walls (2) and pond/dam - contributing
j. other: _cottage - contributing; machine shed - non-contributing

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING  (check more than one if necessary):
a.open land ¥ b. woodland (3

c. scattered buildings (]

d. densely built-up D e. commercial [
f. industrial [0 g. residential [

h. other:

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

See continuation sheet

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

See continuation sheet

SIGNIFICANCE

19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: ca. 1835
ARCHITECT: unknown
BUILDER: unknown

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:

See continuation sheet

21, SOURCES:

See cover sheet, item #9
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17. The Williams Farm, an isolated, 109~acre farmstead in the
extreme east-central section of the town of Rhinebeck just west of
the Milan-Rhinebeck town border, includes a Greek Revival style
farmhouse and seven farm-related support structures (four con-
tributing, three non-contributing) and three contributing, man-made
landscape features. The buildings are clustered at the end of a
long, unpaved private road on the north side of Enterprise Road, a
quiet, rural road in the undeveloped northeast quadrant of the
town. Dense, wooded areas and broad, open fields characterize
this section of Enterprise Road. There are no other buildings in
the immediate vicinity of the Williams Farm.

The 109-acre lot features hilly terrain marked with rolling,
open fields and thickly wooded areas. The 109 acres represents
the extent of land currently associated with the Williams Farm.
The exact historic acreage is unknown, although nineteenth-century
farmsteads in Rhinebeck typically encompassed 100 - 150 acres of
land. The entire acreage is nominated, thus preserving the rural,
isolated setting historically and currently associated with the
Williams Farm. The land, historically used for agricultural
production, is currently wild and undeveloped and serves as a
backdrop for the display of large, outdoor sculpture, the work of
the present owner. The Landsman Kill meanders through the south-
west corner of the farm (on the south side of Enterprise Road) to
unite with the tributary which meanders southwestward through the
northwest section of the farm. The tributary has been dammed to
create a small pond Jjust north of the farmhouse.,

The farmhouse and five of the seven outbuildings are
clustered near the geographic center of the large lot. (The
remaining two outbuildings are located further to the northeast at
the far end of the dirt driveway.) The farmhouse is oriented to
the southwest overlooking a broad, open meadow and Enterprise Road
in the far distance. The southwest edge of the meadow is marked
Wwith a dry-laid stone wall that runs along the northeast side of
Enterprise Road. A portion of the farm, north and east of the
farmhouse, is currently devoted to raising horses.

The heavy black outline on the attached county tax map
identifies the boundary of the nominated property.

Contributing buildings: 5
Non-contributing buildings: 3
Contributing structures: 3
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18. The Williams Farm is composed of a Greek Revival style

farmhouse (ca. 1835), a guest cottage, four barns (three of which

are contributing), a machine shed (non-contributing) and a shed
(non-contributing). Contributing man-made landscape features include
a pond and dam (one structure) and two sets of dry-laid stone walls
(two structures).

The Williams Farmhouse is a one and one-half story, five-bay,
center-hall dwelling with Greek Revival style features. The
rectangular frame structure rests on a slightly raised stone
foundation and is surmounted by a gable roof. Brick interior end
chimneys mark the east and west gable ends. Exaggerated cornice
returns and a wide frieze pierced by eyebrow windows embellish the
roofline. The building is sheathed with clapboard siding and
accentuated with broad corner pilasters. A broad, one-story,
seven-bay addition spans the rear elevation of the main block.
Six-over-six, double-hung sash windows with simple, shouldered
lintels and wooden trim are found throughout the building.

The front (south) facade features a trabeated, Greek Revival
style entrance with a slightly recessed, panelled door flanked by
broad, fluted pilasters and half-sidelights. A full entablature
and transom 1light surmount the doorway. A one-story, flat-roofed

porch supported by square, Doric order columns shelters the
entrance.

East and west elevations feature two small, six-over-six,
double-hung sash windows flanking the chimney in each gable end
and regular-sized, six-over-six, double-hung sash windows in the first story.
Narrow, one and one-half story portions of the rear wing extend
beyond the east and west ends of the main block, creating a
balanced, T-shaped composition. The east wing features a
secondary entrance with a slightly recessed, panelled door flanked
by a single, six-over-six, double-hung sash window. A flat-roofed
entrance porch with square, Doric order columns spans the door and
window and adjoins the end of the main block. A three-light
eyebrow window pierces the attic story. The west wing mirrors
the east wing. Modern fieldstone and brick exterior end chimneys
mark the east and west ends of the rear wing.

Viewed from the north, the rear wing is one-story in height
with a shed roof which reaches up to join the one and one-half
story eave of the main block. A broad, shed-roofed dormer with a
six-over-six, double-hung sash window 1s centrally placed on the
rear elevation. Tall, false walls surmount the east and west ends
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of the rear wing, creating the illusion that the rear wing is a
full one and one-half stories in height. Two doors, three
six-over-six, double-hung sash windows and a small, nine-paned
Wwindow are asymmetrially placed across the rear elevation.

The interior fabric of the farmhouse survives intact. The
principal spaces and room configurations, composed of two large
parlors flanking the center hall, remain unaltered, with a variety
of remarkably intact, Greek Revival style decorative features and
detailing. Molded wooden surrounds with decorative corner bloeks
enframe window openings. Door frames are embellished with molded
surrounds and shouldered architraves. The main staircase in the
front hall features a decorative balustrade with turned balusters

and newel post. Random width wooden floors and baseboard woodwork
also survive intact.

There are four contributing outbuildings, three
non-contributing outbuildings and three contributing landscape
features (structures: pond/dam and two sets of stone walls)
located on the nominated property. A one and one-half story frame
guest cottage (ca. 1900) is located southeast of the farmhouse.
The building, with its front gable end oriented southward, is a
rectangular, gable-roofed building sheathed with clapboard siding.
Fenestration is irregular and a variety of various-sized door and
window openings is represented. A shed-roofed porch spans the
facade. Barn #1 (late nineteenth century) is located behind the
guest cottage to the northeast. The rectangular, gable-roofed
frame building is sheathed with board-and-batten siding. The
machine shed, a modern, one-story, three-stall frame building
(non-contributing) is located northeast of barn #1 beyond the
driveway. Barns #2 and #3 are located behind the farmhouse. Both
are rectangular, gable-roofed frame buildings with flush, vertical

board siding. Both are believed to date from the late nineteenth
century. '

Stone walls (late nineteenth century) surround barns #2 and
#3 and extend to encircle the pond created by the dam just north-
west of barn #2. The second set of stone walls runs along the
north side of Enterprise Road, marking the limits of the Williams
property. The driveway, running northward off Enterprise Road,
then westward through the outbuilding complex, turns northward
again along the Landsman Kill tributary to provide access to the
modern shed and barn #4 (both are non-contributing), isolated in
the northeast portion of the farm at the far end of the driveway.

20. The Williams Farm (ca. 1835 - ca.1900) is an outstanding
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collection of farm architecture in Rhinebeck. The farmhouse (ca.
1835) 1is architecturally significant as a distinctive, intact
example of Greek Revival style rural residential architecture in
Rhinebeck. As a standard, text-book version of the nationally
popular Greek Revival style, the farmhouse illustrates the
adoption of more generalized house forms into the local vernacular
and reflects the evolution of the local building tradition from
the rural stone ethnic farmhouses of the eighteenth century into
the more standardized and generalized forms, styles and decoration
of the nineteenth century.

An intact collection of seven contributing farm-related
support structures and the extensive, farm-like setting enhance
the significance of the nominated property. Dating from the
mid-to late nineteenth century, the guest cottage, barns, dam and
stone walls illustrate the evolution of the working farmstead
over time and reflect the town's development as a prosperous, rural
agrarian community. They also provide an important resource for
the future study of rural life in the mid-Hudson Valley region.

The farmhouse embodies a variety of distinctive attributes
commonly associated with the Greek Revival style popular across
the nation during the 1830s and 1840s. Hallmarks of the period
and style include the one and one-half story, rectangular, gable-
roofed form, the balanced, five-bay, center-hall facade and the
bold and heavy decorative and structural elements, most notably
the wide frieze pierced by eyebrow windows, the exaggerated
cornice returns, the broad corner pilasters and the trabeated
entrance with a recessed doorway surrounded by pilasters,
sidelights and a transom light. These particular design features
are displayed on numerous village dwellings found in the
Rhinebeck Village Historiec Distriet. 1In a rural context,
however, only a few survive intact. Comparable rural farmhouses
of the type, period and style include the Cox and Van
Vredenburg farmhouses (Individual Components #12 and 13,
respectively), both of which are of the five-bay, center-hall
format. The Barringer House (Individual Component #10),
although slightly earlier and of the three-bay, side-hall form,
displays Greek Revival style decorative features similar to those
exhibited by the Williams farmhouse. The significance of the
farmhouse is enhanced by the remarkably intact, Greek Revival
style interior fabrie. A variety of handsome woodwork survives
intact, including door and window trim, mantelpieces in the front
parlors, a staircase with turned newell post, cornice and
baseboard woodwork and original floorboards.

Nothing presently is known about the builder and/or first
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occupants of the property and/or farmhouse.

property takes its name from P.
farmhouse in 1850.

The nominated
Williams who occupied the

Map and deed research indicates that the
property was still owned by the Williams family in 1858; but, by
1876, it was in the possession of a branch of the Ackert family.
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q Southwest facade, entrance detail

5. Northeast {rear) elevarion
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b.

Stadirecase, front hall

'}; Mantelpiece, front parlor
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8. Guest cottage and barn #1
(view from southwest)

9. Barn complex,
{(left: barn #3; center: machine shed;

view from southwest

right:

barn 1)
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(right: barn #2; center:barn #3:

Barn complex, view from southwest
right: machine shed)
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Il. Pond and stone walls,

west of barn #2
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|2. Shed (non-contributing)
View from southwest

Barn #4 (non-contributing)
View from southwest
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WILLIAMS FARM

Individual Component #14
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