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IDENTIFICATION
I, BUILDING NAME(S): _Van Vredenburg Farm (Individual Component #13)
2. COUNTY: Inrechess TOWNANTX: Rhinebeck VILLAGE:Bhinebeck vicinity
. STREET LOCATION: Cedar leights Road
4. OWNERSHIP: . public [ b private £l
5. PRESENT OWNER: Mrs. Keith Tremper ADDRESS: _16 Cedar Heights Rd., Rhinebeclk, 12572
6. USE: Original: _residence Present: __residence
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC:  Exterior visible from public road: Yes 1 np O
Interior accessible: Explin Do; private residence
DESCRIPTION
8. BUILDING a. clapboard B b, stone CJ c. brick 0 d. board and batten []
MATERIAL: e. cobblestone [ f shingles (] g stucco [ other:
9 STRUCTURAL d. wood frame with interlocking joints [
SYSTEM: b, wood frame with light members [
(il known) <. masanry. load bearing walls [}
di melal (explain)
e, other
|0, CONDITION: 8. excellent 1 b, good EJ c. fair [C1 d. deteriorated [
1. INTEGRITY: o orginal site (X . moved ] il su,when?
¢ list major alterations and dates (il known):
see Item #18
12, PHOTO: N. Todd, 1986 [3. MAP: see continuation sheets

Rhinebeck Historical Society, 1984 Acreage! g




14, THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known X] b.zoning ] ¢ roads [J
d. developers [ e. deterioration []
f. other:
15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY:
a. barn(xl b. carriage house [ c. garage [J
d.privy 1 e.shedk32  f. greenhouse [J
g.shop (0  h.gardens ] a, e, j: all contributing
i. landscape features:
j. other: well; two cisterns; wagon house
16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than one if necessary):
a.open land (4 b. woodland [x]
c. scattered buildings [
d. densely built-up [ e. commercial [J
f. industrial 3 g. residential []
h. other:
17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)
see continuation sheet
18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):
see continuation sheet
SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: ca.1830
ARCHITECT: unknown
BUILDER: unknown
20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
see continuation sheet
21. SOURCES:

see cover sheet, Item #9
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17. The Van Vredenburg Farm occupies an eight-acre 1lot

on the north side of Cedar Heights Road in the rural,
north-central section of the town of Rhinebeck. The isolated farm
road is characterizd by heavily wooded areas, scattered farmsteads,
open land and cultivated fields to the east, north and south.
Scattered twentieth-century and altered nineteenth-century
residential properties are located further west along Cedar
Heights Road towards its intersection with Pilgrims Progress Road.
With the exception of the farm-related outbuildings on the
nominated property, the only building in the immediate vicinity
within sight of the Van Vredenburg farmhouse is a twentieth-
century residence to the northwest of the nominated property.

The farmhouse and outbuildings are sited relatively close to
the road with open fields, wooded areas and cultivated farm land
stretching to the north. Crosby Lane marks the eastern edge of
the farmstead. Gently rolling, grassy lawns surround the
farmhouse. The land slopes slightly to the south to meet the road
and to the east towards the barn and shed complex. Across Cedar
Heights Road to the south of the main barn is a contributing wagon
house sited directly on the shoulder of the road. Additional
farm-related structures include a well (historic; contributing)
and well house (modern; non-contributing) to the southeast of the
main house, two stone cisterns, one at either side of the main
house, and a barn and shed group to the west of the farmhouse.
(The cisterns, barn and sheds, dating from the late nineteenth
century, are contributing components of the nomination.) A short
driveway 1is located midway between the main house and barn/shed
complex. The heavy black outline on the attached county tax map
identifies the boundary of the nominated property. The boundary
line coincides with the current legal boundaries of the farmstead
but extends southward across Cedar Heights Road to encompass the
wagon house, formerly associated with the Van Vredenburg farmhouse
but currently under separate ownership. The boundary around the
wagon house extends southward approximately 100' from the
southeast corner of the eight-acre parcel surrounding the
farmhouse. The line then runs westward approximately 100', then
runs northward 100' to join the parcel on the north side of Cedar
Heights Road.

Contributing buildings: 4
Contributing structures: 3
Non-contributing structures: 1

18. The Van Vredenburg Farm consists of a Greek Revival style
farmhouse, a barn, a shed, a wagon house, a well and two cisterns
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on an eight-acre parcel of land on Cedar Heights Road.

The farmhouse, erected ca. 1830, is a one and one-half story,
five-bay, center-hall frame building flanked by recessed, one and
one-half story wings. The rectangular main block rests on a
slightly raised stone foundation and is surmounted by a gable
roof. Brick end chimneys pierce the ridge of the roof. The two
wings are also rectangular, gable-roofed structures. All three
blocks feature six-over-six, double-hung sash windows with simple
wooden trim and louvered wooden shutters, wide friezes pierced by
eyebrow windows, clapboard siding and decorative, late-nineteenth
century porches with Victorian era detailing. A series of
late-nineteenth and early twentieth century wings are asymmet-
rically clustered about the north (rear) elevations of the main
block and side wings.

The front facade, oriented southward towards Cedar Heights
Road, displays a variety of design features associated with the
Greek Revival and late Victorian era eclectic styles. Broad
pilasters articulate the corners of the facade and support the
wide frieze with three-light eyebrow windows. The Greek Revival
style, trabeated entrance features a slightly recessed doorway
(currently behind the twentieth-century storm door) flanked by
wide, Doric order pilasters and a narrow transom. A one-story,
hip-roofed front porch spans the center three bays of the facade.
The porch, believed to date from the 1880s, is embellished with
open woodwork exhibits a cross-motif on the posts and frieze.

The three-bay-wide side wings, contemporary with the main
block, exhibit design features similar to those of the main
block, including wide friezes with eyebrow windows and porches
with decorative, cross-motif woodwork. The east wing features a
central entrance flanked by wide, Doric order pilasters. The east
end of the wing features a pedimented gable end and a single
six-over-six, double-hung sash window at the first story. A
one-story, gable-roofed wing extends from the rear (north) of the
east wing. The west wing, slightly larger than the east wing,
features a central door with simple wooden trim, four-light
eyebrow windows in the attic story and a narrow, unembellished
cornice. The west end of the wing is dominated by a projecting,
tripartite bay with two-over-two, double-hung sash windows. A
brick, interior end chimney pierces the ridge of the gable roof.
A pair of small, six-over-six, double-hung sash windows are located
in the gable end. A one-story, shed-roofed frame addition is
attached to the rear (north) of the west wing. The addition
features a rear service entrance, six-over-six,
double-hung sash windows and a brick, exterior chimney. A broad,
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one-story frame wing spans the rear elevation of the main
block, nestled between the rear additions of the side wings.

Interior room configurations and some original
mid-nineteenth century fabric survives intact, including
restrained woodwork. Most interior features, however, date from
the early twentieth century; for example, pressed metal
ceilings in several rooms.

Two stone cisterns, contemporary with the original sections
of the farmhouse, are located at either end of dwelling. Both
remained in use until the 1950s when modern plumbing was installed
in the house. The nineteenth-century dry-laid stone well,
tWwenty-two feet in depth and three feet in diameter, is located
southeast of the main house near the head of the driveway. (The
wellhouse, constructed in the 1950s, is a non-contributing com-
ponent of the nominated property.) The barn and shed complex, com-
posed of a one and one-half story, gable-roofed, rectangular frame
barn with a long, one-story, shed-roofed addition and a detached,
one-story rectangular frame shed with a gable roof, is located
east of the farmhouse. The two outbuildings, dating from the late
nineteenth century, are sheathed with clapboard siding. The wagon
house also dates from the late nineteenth century and is a one and
one-half story, gable-roofed building with a shed-roofed side
wing; it is sited directly on the shoulder of the south side of Cedar
Heights Road opposite the barn and shed group.

20. The Van Vredenburg Farm (ca. 1830 - ca. 1900) is an out-
standing collection of farm architecture in Rhinebeck. The
farmhouse (ca. 1830) is architecturally significant as a distinc-
tive, intact example of Greek Revival style rural residential ar-
chitecture in Rhinebeck. As a standard, text-book version of the
nationally popular Greek Revival style, the farmhouse illustrates
the adoption of more generalized house forms into the local ver-
nacular and reflects the evolution of the local building tradition
from the rural stone ethnic farmhouses of the eighteenth century
into the more standardized and generalized forms, styles and
decoration of the nineteenth century. An intact collection of six
contributing farm-related support structures and the extensive,
farm-1like setting enhance the significance of the nominated
property. Dating from the mid- to late nineteenth century, the barn
and shed complex, wagon house, cisterns and well illustrate the
evolution of the working farmstead over time and reflect the
town's development as a prosperous, rural agrarian community.

They also provide an important resource for the future study of
rural life in the mid-Hudson Valley region.
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The farmhouse embodies a variety of distinctive attributes
commonly associated with the Greek Revival style popular across
the nation during the 1830s and 1840s. Hallmarks of the period
and style include the one and one-half story, rectangular, gable-
roofed form, the balanced, five-bay, center-hall facade and the
bold and heavy decorative and structural elements, most notably
the wide frieze pierced by eyebrow windows, the exaggerated
cornice returns, the broad corner pilasters and the trabeated
entrance with a recessed doorway surrounded by pilasters,
sidelights and a transom light. These particular design features
are displayed on numerous village dwellings found in the
Rhinebeck Village Historic District. In a rural context,
however, only a few survive intact. Comparable rural farmhouses
of the type, period and style include the Cox and Williams
farmhouses (Individual Components #12 and 1%,
respectively), both of which are of the five-bay, center-hall
format. The Barringer House (Individual Component #10),
although slightly earlier and of the three-bay, side-hall form,
displays Greek Revival style decorative features similar to those
exhibited by the Van Vredenburg farmhouse.

The farmhouse was enhanced in the late nineteenth century
with the addition of verandahs with ornamental woodwork,
illustrating the tradition of improving and aggrandizing older, more
modest buildings with a veneer of picturesque decoration. The
Van Vredenburg Farmhouse is one of a number of buildings in the
multiple resource area which received this treatment. Some,
including the Jan Pier House, St. Paul's Lutheran Church, the
Maples and the J. E. Traver House (Individual Components #7,

18, 28, and 16, respectively), were virtually transformed from
restrained, Federal or Greek Rivival style buildings into con-
temporary picturesque buildings during the mid- to late nineteenth
century. In other cases, such as the Van Vredenburg farmhouse and
numerous examples in the Rhinebeck Village Historic District,

the earlier forms and decorative features prevailed and the added
ornamental veneer simply enhanced the original buildings.

Little is known about the builder and/or first occupants of
the building which, based on a visual analysis of the farmhouse,
appears to date from approximately 1830. 01d deeds in the pos-
session of the current owners indicate that as early as 1826, Rut-
sen Suckley leased the property to a William Mink for $6.00 per
year. Further deed and map research indicates that by 1844, the
property was owned by the Van Vredenburg family; thus, the
nominated property takes its name. C. Gallagher appears as the
owner of the property on the 1866 map in Beers Atlas. The
Rhynders family owned the property in 1888. The current owners,
the Tremper family, acquired the property in 1906.
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8. South (front) facade, main bloeck entrance detail
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BUILDING NAME: WVan Vredenburg Farmhuumi Lamporerd #13
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(. Barn and shed complex, south and west elevations

F. Wagon house, north and BAst elevations
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