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Property Name Astor Home for Children

Location ¢ Mill st. (U.S. Rt. 9), west side; south of
Market Street
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Description: The "Astor Home for Children" is located on a
18.4 acre parcel in the southwest quadrant of the Village of
Rhinebeck. The building faces north towards the central
business district of the village and is set back and oriented
away from the heavily travelled highway. In this area of the
village, the density decreases dramatically; the neighborhood is
characterized by scattered residences (both historic and modern)
along the east side of Mill Street opposite the home and open
areas to the south along the Landsman Kill. The property is
traversed by the meandering course of the Landsman Kill, which
flows westward through the heavily wooded central portion of the
property. South of the creek are wooded areas (with a
playground inserted in a level area along the highway) and the
Rhinebeck Rural Cemetery (#433024). North of the creek, the
property is characterized by a hilly terrain and wooded areas,
particularly in the western section. The buildings are located
in a fairly flat, upland area in the northeast corner of the
parcel. The main building and outbuildings are clustered around
a circular driveway that enters the property from Mill Street
from a gateway in a long stone fence that becomes a retaining
wall as the topography declines south towards the kill. Paved
parking lots are located at various points along the driveway’s
route. The building is surrounded by a limited lawn with mature
specimen plantings. A terrace was created on the hillside
behind (south of) the main building for an in-ground swimming
pool. South from the main entrance, a secondary entrance
provides access to a parking area and, farther into the property
the cottage. The cottage is oriented southward, facing the
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Landsman Kill. A paved play area is situated in the woods west
of the cottage.*

The low-lying portion of the property near the Landsman Kill
contains the site of an eighteenth century grist mill probably
established by Henry Beekman, Jr.; historic maps record it as
belonging to his daughter, Margaret Beekman Livingston and
later, the was managed by Richard and Janet Livingston
Montgomery as it was close to their home at "Grasmere." The
mill operated into the nineteenth century, although it was in
ruins by the opening of the twentieth. A playground is now
located on this site.

In the early twentieth century, the property was acquired by the
Huntington family (see Hopelands: HP6168-03-174018 et al) and a
house was built where the Astor Home is now sited. At this

- time, the rugged, wooded terrain that sloped down to the kill
and the basin containing the mill site, became part of a more
formalized picturesque landscape.
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Description: The "Astor Home for Children" is a large brick
and stone institutional building with Jacobean Revival style
features. Enlarged and remodeled in several stages during the
mid-twentieth century, the "Astor Home" is a sprawling,
asymmetrical, multi-part building with a variety of design and
decoration features. The complex includes the main building, a
guest cottage, two garages and a swimming pool.

The home was designed by the New York architectural firm of
McKim, Mead & White. It was established originally as Holiday
Farm by Helen Morton, a rest home for convalescent children in
Rhinecliff. Helen Morton, the daughter of U.S. Vice President
Levi Morton (see "Ellerslie:"™ RB6069-576327 et al), was involved
in a number of philanthropic prOJects in the community. The
institution moved to Rhinebeck in 1914 when Vincent Astor of
"Ferncliff" (see: RB6070-705785 et al) bought an house property
belonging to the Huntington family and commissioned McKim, Mead
& White to design a new facility. Directors for the flrst year
of operation included: Vincent Astor, president; Ruth Morgan,
vice-president; Mrs. R.P. Huntington, secretary; and Tracy Dows
("Fox Hollow"), treasurer. Holiday Farm was renamed "The John
Jacok Astor Convalescent Home for Children" in honor of Vincent
Astor’s father, and it continued under the leadership of the
Astor family until 1945 when the facility was taken over by the
New York Catholic Archdiocese. The institution served as a
convalescent home until 1952, when the archdiocese redirected
its mission there to treat only emotionally ill children.
Although the home has not been evaluated in a larger than local
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context for its importance in the history of social services, it
is one of the oldest and most important philanthropic efforts
made by the elite families of Rhinebeck.

The original main block of the home was built in 1914 as a
north-facing, two-story H-plan brick building with a slate-
covered roof with broad cross-gables. Brick interior end
chimneys with corbelled brick pots pierce the east and west
gable ends. Symmetrically placed six-, eight- and ten-paned
casement windows with simple stone tr1m are found throughout the
main block.

The front (north} facade features a deeply recessed, tripartite
entrance sheltered under an entrance portico embellished with
classically inspired ornamentation. The portico features four
Corinthian order columns supporting a full entablature with
elaborate bas-relief ornamentation. A group of nine narrow
casement windows with stone trim is located at the second story
above the entrance portico. The attic story of the roof is
pierced by a centrally located, six-bay-wide dormer with
casement windows. The central entrance unit is flanked by
symmetrical cross-gable pavilions. Each pavilion features a
six-bay-wide bank of ten-paned casement windows with transom
lights at the first story and eight-paned casement windows with
transom lights at the second story. Six cast-stone panels with
elaborate bas-relief ornamentation are located between the banks
of windows. Simple stone trim enframes the window and panel
units. Simple stone trim enframes the window and panel units.
A pair of casement windows with stone trim is located in the
gable end of each pavilion.

The rear elevation features asymmetrical fenestration and a
balanced composition. A secondary entrance with a double door
and stone trim is centrally located. The entrance is flanked by
narrow casement windows at the second story Banks of six-bay-
wide casement windows at the first story flank the center unit.
Two story pavilions with cross-gable roofs and five-bay-wide
banks of windows progect from the southeast and southwest
corners of the main block.

The east elevation, overlooklng Mill Street, features a two
story brick and stucco w1ng with a low pltched hip roof.
Decorative brickwork laid in a diagonal pattern embellishes the
stucco finish above the first story.

The west end of the 1914 block is dominated by four brick and
concrete wings constructed in 1954 and 1963. Three are large
rectangular two-story wings featuring regularly placed double-
hung sash windows. The fourth, a large, one-story, ten-sided
chapel with stained-glass windows and a tall central spire is
connected to the polyglot building by a small hyphen.

The interior of the original 1914 building has been
substantially altered during its continued use as an
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institution.*
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Description: The guest cottage is believed to date from the
early twentieth century. It is located several hundred feet
southwest of the main building in a hollow along the Landsman
Kill. The rectangular building is built into the hillside,
exposing two full stories on the front (south) elevation and one
story on the rear. A gable roof with broadly projecting eaves
surmounts the building. The exposed basement level is
constructed of stone. The superstructure is executed in frame
and sheathed in clapbcard siding. A broad two-tiered porch,
reached via a wide, angled staircase spans the front facade.*
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Description: Two non-contributing garages are located on the
circular drive north of the chapel addition on the main
building. O©One is a two-stall, hipped-roof cinder block
building; the other is a two stall, gable-roofed frame building
with vertical board siding.*
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